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Educational segregation in Croatia 
 

- Directly connected to residential 
segregation 

- “Roma” schools near largest Roma 
settlements 

- Preschool education - when in primary 
schools and through special schemes 



Number of Roma children in the primary school 
system School year 09/10  

TOTAL – 4186 
 
3 Counties with largest number of pupils 
Međimurska – 1475 
Zagreb – 531 
Sisačko Moslavačka – 460 
 
 



 

 

School 

No. Of Roma 

children 

OŠ ČAKOVEC 1 

OŠ DOMAŠINEC  47 

OŠ DONJA DUBRAVA 18 

OŠ GORIČAN 14 

OŠ IVANOVEC 2 

OŠ KOTORIBA  85 

257 OŠ KURŠANEC  

OŠ DR.IVANA NOVAKA MACINEC 281 

OŠ MALA SUBOTICA  170 
OŠ MURSKO SREDIŠĆE  73 

OŠ NEDELIŠĆE 2 

OŠ OREHOVICA  118 

OŠ VLADIMIRA NAZORA PRIBISLAVEC  130 

OŠ PODTUREN  63 

OŠ SELNICA 1 

OŠ ŠTRIGOVA 3 

CENTAR ZA ODGOJ I OBRAZOVANJE 30 

SCHOOLS WITH NUMBER OF ROMA CHILDREN>100 956 

tTOTAL 1295 

54%  



Primary school 1.  4.  8.  

OŠ Macinec 75,3% 69,2% 13,5% 

OŠ Kuršanec 73% 55,76% 35,13% 

OŠMala  

Subotica 

85%, 65% 1,75% 

Percentage of Roma children 
1. 4.  and 8. grade 



Initiated by the Ministry of Science 
Education and Sports 
 Continuous collection of data regarding 

Roma pupils in the educational system 
 Covering parental share of costs for 

enrollment in regular preschool education 
Amendment of the Law on Primary and 

Secondary Education – possibility for 
additional classes of Croatian language  

 Preschool preparatory programs 



No clear guidelines or regulations on 
prevention of segregation and desegregation 
in the educational system 

 Article 65 of the Law on Primary and 
Secondary Education  

− pupils with difficulties caused by upbringing, 
social, economic, cultural and language 
factors  

 Focus on language upon pre-enrollment 
testing 

 



 “Sensitive” issue 
 Imposed from above 
 Very expensive 
 Its playing with 

numbers.. 
 Preschool education will 

solve it all.. 
 It will violate the rights 

of the mayority 
 Where to start from? 
 

 
 



 

 
MURSKO SREDIŠĆE 

Story of a school a Roma village and some real life heroes 



FOCUS IS ON THE RELATIONSHIP 
“A school cannot use a “magic wand” and solve all the problems, 
but it can work on bringing the majority and minority community 

together.” 
 



 1998. - 2005. “Small school for Roma” 
 1998. - 2006.god. ⇒ afterschool support  
 2003.god. ⇒ “I-you-we" – Project for support to the Roma 

Community in Sitnice 
 2004. - 2006.god. ⇒ teacher training (Croatian as foreign 

Language, Step by Step, RWCT, Education towards health- 
financed by OSI) 

 Continuous cooperation with parents and Roma 
community – advocacy, counselling, support 

 2011 Project supporting Roma parents – workshops and 
counselling for young Roma parents (OSI crisis fund) 

 

23 years of continuous work 



21 May 2002. 





12 March 2003         24 February 2003 





Children forum 

Community 
work 









School year 1.  2.  3.  4. 5. 6. 7.  8.  

Total number of 
PS children 
(estimate) 

2000./2001. 7 4 0 2 2 1 2 0 18 102 

2001./2002. 11 12 4 0 1 4 1 0 33 100 

2002./2003. 22 1 12 4 0 0 5 0 44 98 

2003./2004. 16 18 2 8 4 0 0 4 50 98 

2004./2005. 11 11 13 2 7 4 0 0 58 98 

2005./2006. 13 7 10 13 2 6 4 0 55 98 

2006./2007. 16 16 5 10 13 1 6 1 68 98 

2007./2008. 19 13 15 4 15 10 2 4 82 95 

2008./2009. 18 12 13 13 9 9 6 1 81 95 

2009./2010. 10  18  12 13 11 8  4 4 80 95 
2000. – 2010. 143 94 64 59 65 43 26 14 505 
2010./2011. 9 12 16 11 14 13 3 4 82 95 

Monitoring progress 



 Increased enrolment rate (all children in one cohort) 
 No multiple repeating of grades 
 Almost all children finish fourth grade, approx. 60% of 

cohort finishes 5th grade, approx 50% of cohort finishes 6th 
grade 

 Drop out in 7th and 8th grade still remains – approx 
  10 - 20%  of the cohort finishes 8th grade  
 Currently 7 high school pupils and 1 business school 

student, 4 “evening school” primary school pupils 
 Out of 208 persons (age 0-25) 71 (34%) are not covered by 

some form of education 



“It is time to say enough is enough. We cannot ignore the problem any 
more. After all, they are all our children, we know that it will be rough in 
the beginning but there is no other way..” 



 From 2007/08 Full integration of Roma children 
in the city kindergarten (Project Improvement of Access and 
Quality of Education of Roma in Croatia MSES/REF) 

 After initial opposition Roma children are 
continuously integrated in the regular city-owned 
kindergarten. (City/MSES) 

 Transportation from the village to the 
kindergarten is organised and free of charge. 

 Cooperation with parents with support of Center 
for Social work to assist if problems with 
attendance occur. 
 

















Yes.. but can we really leave it at that? 
Or are some more specific rules necessary? 



 
Vague National rules 

 
shifting responsibilities, lack of political courage on 

local level, no real accountability, unstable 
financing  

 
 status quo or scarce results 

 
Are individual court judgments really the only 

way to go? 
 



   Desegregation does not automatically mean that 
integration will occur overnight, however without 
desegregation there will never be any chance for it.  
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